Keeping Up

By Jonathan Woods


In a house on Maple Lane lived a boy named Ryan.  The boy was nice and funny too and he always shared his toys.  As nice as he was Ryan did not have many friends.  Until…


A new boy moved in across the street in house that looked just like Ryan’s.  The new boy’s name was Bryan and the two boys became friends fast!


Ryan liked everything about his new friend Bryan.  He wanted to be just like him.  Bryan had a cool red tricycle so Ryan ran home and begged his mom to buy him one too!  The next day the two boys rode their cool new tricycles to the park together.


One day Ryan looked out his window to see his new friend playing with a big orange basketball.  Ryan wanted to be like his friend so much that he asked his dad to buy him his own orange basketball. The two boys had fun playing outside with their basketballs.


The next day Ryan noticed his friend Bryan wearing a neat blue baseball cap.  He liked it a lot.  He liked it so much that he asked for his own blue ball cap to be just like his friend.


When Ryan saw his friend Bryan wearing a super new green T-Shirt he asked his parents to buy him one just like it.


Now Ryan’s face was clear and peach but his new friend Bryan had awesome red freckle spots on his face.  So one day Ryan asked his mom for a big red marker and guess what he did?  He drew ten big red freckle spots on his face with that big red marker.  He wanted to look just like his friend Bryan did.


Now Ryan was riding the same cool red tricycle as his friend, playing with the same big orange basketball as his friend, wearing the same blue ball cap and cool green T-Shirt, and he even had the same red freckle spots!


One day while he was playing at his friend’s house, Ryan’s mom was scared and went looking for him.  She though he was lost.  She looked up and down Maple Lane for him but she could not find him.  She even passed right by Bryan’s house where Ryan was playing in the front yard!  She could not tell it was him because he looked so different. 


When he made it home his mom was very sad because she thought she had lost him.  When she saw him she asked him why he looked so different.  He told her it was because he wanted to be just like his new friend Bryan. 


Ryan’s mom sat him down and showed him a very important lesson.  She told him that it was okay to want to be like his friend but it was not okay to change who he was to keep up with other people.  She asked him to look in the mirror and tell her what he saw.  When Ryan looked into the mirror he was amazed.  He did not even look like himself anymore.  He looked just like Bryan.  He looked more like Bryan then he looked like himself.  He decided he had changed too much. 


His mom asked him where was the little boy she used to know.  He told her that he was still here just on the inside.  Then Ryan made the choice to stop changing himself and get back to being who he really was.


He gave away his cool red tricycle and started to ride his old green one again.


He also gave away his big orange basketball and started to play his favorite game again; Soccer! 


He took off his new baseball cap and his new green T-Shirt and put back on his favorite old clothes.


The last thing Ryan did was wash his face!  He washed off all of those red freckle spots so he now looked like his old self again!


Ryan’s mom was proud of him and she gave him a big kiss to show it.  The kiss left red lipstick lips on his cheek!


Then Ryan went out to play with his friend Bryan.  He was back to being the boy who was nice and funny and shared all of his toys.  The only thing different about Ryan now was that he was wearing a big pair of red lips on his cheek!

