THE  RAINFOREST
by Allison Choe

 
Birds of every shape and size
swoop down above you,
sloths clean their babies,
a tree boa wraps around the tree
next to you,
a siamang swings from branch to branch,
playfully.
 
Butterflies of every color flit around everywhere.
Flowers cling to the ground,
trees tower above you,
taller than a skyscraper.
 
An emerald hummingbird lands
on the purple-dotted yellow flower
in front of you,
then flies away
to join the others.
 
Leaf-cutter ants
carry green flags above them.
A ruby butterfly lands on your hand,
stays there for a moment,
then takes off,
into the shafts of golden sunlight
coming through the trees.
 
Rainforest ---
one of the most beautiful places
I have ever seen.

