Abby and Jill
By Jill Schlieker

Once upon a time, there was a little girl named Jill.  She was walking through the forest by her house when she saw a lumpy little animal.  It was a baby horse.  She was lost, so Jill took her home.  She named the baby horse Abby.  They played together all the time.

As Abby got bigger, people started laughing at her.  They called her names like “Egghead” and “Lumpy” and “Shorty”.   Her legs were short and she looked like she was half donkey and half horse.  She had a bump on her forehead.  But Jill loved her.  She was the sweetest horse in the world.  She never stepped on Jill’s feet and she never tried to bite.  Every day they ran and played.  This exercise was fun.

In the winter, Abby’s white coat was long and shaggy.  It made her legs look even shorter.  Soon there was a horse race.  Jill and Abby wanted to race.  A mean girl named May laughed at them.  She said, “You guys are not going to win.  Your horse is short and slow and ugly.  My horse is big and fast and pretty.”

Jill patted Abby and said, “You’re not short or slow or ugly.  You are my best friend.”  Then Jill made a deal with May.  Jill said, “If I win, no one will laugh at my horse and call her names.”  May said, “Fine.  But if I win, I will get to laugh at your horse whenever I want to.”

Jill looked at Abby.  She said, “You can win this race.  I just know it.”  Abby did a big stomp, like she wanted to win.  Jill hugged her.  They practiced for the race every day.

Then one day it was time for the race.  Jill’s parents said, “Jill come eat breakfast.”  Jill ate and then she fed Abby some apples and oats so she would have energy.

Then the horses lined up under a tree.  There were black horses, brown horses, and little white Abby.  “Ready, set, go!” said Emily, the race director.  The horses ran through the woods where Jill had found Abby.  May’s horse, Susan, took a shortcut and that was cheating.  When Abby got to the place where Jill had found her, she ran extra fast.  She passed everyone, including May’s horse.  Suddenly, Abby’s coat changed from shaggy to shiny and curly.  Her tail turned purple.  And she grew a white horn on her forehead.  She was a UNICORN!  Jill was surprised.
May said, “That’s no fair.  She’s a unicorn.  That’s cheating.”  But it wasn’t cheating and the unicorn won.  So Jill said, “You remember the promise.  You can’t say mean things anymore.”

Then May said, “Sorry.”  So did everyone else and they never made fun of Abby again.  Jill and Abby went home with their trophy and ribbon and they lived happily ever after.

The End


